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Focus Oné    

Fiscal year 2014 has been a very active year for the Bay County Solid Waste Division. So far this 
fiscal year the Solid Waste Division has processed over 98,481 tons of material through the Waste-
to-Energy Facility and landfilled an additional 89,971 tons of material.  In addition to our normal 
solid waste disposal operations, the Solid Waste Division has been involved in several other projects. 
The following is a snap shot of some of these. 
 
Bay County Shooting Park 
 
Bay County is constructing a public shooting range at the Southeast corner of the Steelfield Road 
landfill.  The shooting range is a joint project between Bay County and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission (FWC).  The shooting range is being built in-house.  FWC is committed to the continual 
operation of the facility and investing in approximately $200,000 of equipment needed for the 
sporting clays, trap and skeet fields.  In addition, the National Rifle Association contributed $25,000 
to the FWC for the planning and design of the shooting range. 

 
Construction of the range is a joint effort between the Solid Waste, Parks & Recreation, Roads & 
Bridges, and Engineering Divisions.  The project broke ground on March 19, 2014. It is being con-
structed in two phases and will ultimately consist of a total of 119 acres. 

 
Phase 1 of the range will include parking, stormwater management, a 100-yard small bore rifle     
range, 50/2 5- yard small bore rifle ranges, 50-foot pistol range and trap & skeet fields.  It will 
also include construction of a combination office/training room, restrooms and maintenance building.  
Phase 2 of the project includes a 15-position sporting clay course and 90-meter archery range. 
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Bay County Spring Amnesty Event 

 
Every year, Bay County Solid Waste Division hosts a spring amnesty event. During the event, Bay County waives the 
tipping fees for waste brought to us by residents of Bay County. This provides our citizens a no cost opportunity to 
clean up any debris or unwanted trash that they may have accumulated during the year. 

 
The yearly Spring Amnesty Event was held on April 11th and 12th. During the two day event, a total of 782 par-
ticipants took advantage of the waived tipping fees. They dropped 
off a total of 354 tons of waste, 31 pallets of paints, 656 tires, 
751 fluorescent tubes, and gallons upon gallons of other household 
chemicals. 

 

 

Rising Learners Academy Field Trip 

 
In February of this year, the Solid Waste Division hosted field trips 
for 5th grade students of the Rising Leaders Academy.  The students 
were studying recycling and the environmental impacts of the long-
term disposal of solid waste. The students visited both the Bay 
County Waste-to-Energy facility and the Steelfield Road landfill.  Like many people, the students and staff of the 
Rising Leaders Academy were unaware of the environmental benefits that Bay County gains by operating a Waste-
to-Energy facility.  All and all the field trips were a great success and became a cornerstone of their research pro-
ject. 
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County Managerõs Corner 

òThe TRIM notices (Truth-in-Millage) have gone out from the Property Appraiserõs office showing the proposed tax increases our 
Board is contemplating (see last monthõs column) and predictably we have received a few comments from our citizens about the possi-
bility of taxes going up.  Among the more frequent comments are ôjust cut the fat outõ and ôstop the waste of our moneyõ and ôI havenõt 
had a raise and neither should the government employeesõ.  What seems particularly difficult for some folks to understand is how we 
could be even considering raising the rate by 28% coming out of a very tough recession.  Well, here are a few things to keep in mind 

as we finish our budget process in September: 

Did you know that WITH the increase next year, our general fund will stand at 62.8 million? 

Did you know what our general fund stood at TEN YEARS AGO??  Answer:  67.3 million.  WE WILL HAVE FIVE MILLION LESS 

than ten years ago. 

Did you know that a gallon of gas TEN YEARS ago averaged out at $2.34 a gallon? 

Did you know that a gallon of gas this last year averaged $3.55 a gallon? 

Did you know that in 2005 a loaf of bread was $1.05? 

Did you know that in 2013 a loaf of bread was $1.41? 

Did you know that ten years ago a dozen eggs cost $1.27? 

Did you know that last year a dozen eggs cost $2.68? 

The bottom line is that next year our millage rate of 4.65 is still a mil LOWER than in 2005-06, and we have 5 million LESS in our 
general fund than we did a decade ago.  You heard the old saying about figures donõt lie but liars figure?  If you only have a nickel 
to your name, and I give you five more cents, I have absolutely DOUBLED your income.  But you are still left with only ten measly cents 

to your name.  

That 28% increase looks gaudy at first until you realize that we have kept taxes low for seven years to give people a break on 
their  taxes during the recession.  If the Board had chosen during those years to gently roll the millage rate forward each year, we 
would have increased our revenues well over 20% anyway, but the Commissioners wanted to see when the recession would end and 

what kind of recovery our nation would experience.  In effect, we lived off of our savings without raising taxes.  What a concept. 

Feel free to share this information with friends and neighbors.  Just because we are finally increasing our revenues, it doesnõt make us 

rich.  Just able to do our jobs.ó 

  

We are having a TROY football watch party on October 24th @ Dave and Busters from 6-

10pm.  We are looking for sponsors as well.   

 

Matthew Wright 

850-747-0634 

527 Airport Road Panama City, FL 

TROY Enrollment Coordinator  

http://trojan.troy.edu/globalcampus/sites/panamacity/  

http://trojan.troy.edu/globalcampus/sites/panamacity/

